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Please provide all information requested. Before completing the
application, please read the ‘Market Town Awards Notes for Guidance’.

This completed application form, together with at least one high resolution
digital photograph (minimum file size 1MB) illustrating the project, should
be e-mailed to awards@towns.org.uk by 30 April 2010.

Entries will also be accepted on CD sent to: Market Town Awards, Action
for Market Towns, Baxter Court, Higher Baxter St, Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP33 1UU

PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY E-MAILED ENTRIES OR ENTRIES ON CD WILL BE
ACCEPTED. PAPER ENTRIES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.

1. Project Title Barnard Castle Historic Riverside Revival

2. Town Barnard Castle
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3. Name of partnership / Barnard Castle Vision
lead organisation
eligible to receive award

Yes
4. AMT Member?

Barnard Castle Town Council, North Pennines Dales Leader,
Groundwork North East, Chris Burnett Associates, Durham
5. Key partners County Council
6. How long has the Since 2009
partnership been
established

7. Contact details Please note that these details will be used if we need

to discuss the application in further detail and may be
published in our Best Practice Case Studies database.

Name/Position William Weston/ Delivery Team
Address Barnard Castle Vision
Teesdale House
Galgate

Barnard Castle

Postcode: PL12 9EL

Tel: 01833 696263
Fax: 01833 637269
E-Mail: weston402@btinternet.com
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8. Category applied for:

Partnership and Strategic Working

9. Give a brief summary of the project (in no more than 50 words) that may be used
for publicity purposes.

A volunteer programme has restored key pathways in Barnard Castle, opening up views of the River
Tees, improving access for the less physically able and restoring an important sculpture garden.
These landscape improvements benefit both residents and visitors, and have helped secure HLF
funding* for a wider scheme.

10. Give a full project description detailing the part of the project completed between
1% January 2009 and 31 March 2010 (in no more than 250 words).
NB: a significant proportion of project delivery must have been completed
between 1% April 2009 and 31st March 2010.

Barnard Castle Vision, with the support of Barnard Castle Town Council, brought together a partnership
of regional organisations and local volunteers for the riverside project. Partners included Durham County
Council's footpath team and Groundwork North East.

In January 2010, volunteers were sought through local press and posters. With supervision by
Groundwork's staff, a team of 17 volunteers spent six weekends between January and March 2010
tidying the riverbank, clearing scrub, clearing rubbish, pruning trees and replacing topsoil. They also
removed inappropriate planting around the sculpture garden and replaced it with native planting
appropriate to the site.

A team of unemployed people have also been involved during this period. They have removed old wire
fence along a former gas works site. A newly wooded area has been planted and a woodland path
created through this new area.

Durham County Council's footpaths team have completed the physical infrastructure work such as
footpath construction and associated works. Rotters, operated by Teesdale Conservation Volunteers,
removed all green waste from the site.

The result is a series of enhanced pathways which are more easily accessible for older people and the
less physically able. Views both of the river and the castle atop the cliff are much improved, whilst the
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11. Describe what need was fulfilled by this project, its aims and objectives, how the
local community was involved and how this may be built on for the future (in
no more than 250 words)?

Community:
The project was designed to benefit the town's residents and visitors, and, in turn, town centre
businesses.

The improvements make the riverside areas more enjoyable and usable for all, and more easily
accessible for the elderly and less physically able. An enhanced visitor experience will lengthen visitor
dwell time and spend in the town, as well as raise the town's profile as a tourist destination.

Need:

A 2007 study by Ekos highlighted that improving riverside walks would make Barnard Castle more
pleasant for residents and increase visitor dwell time and spend. In 2009, Barnard Castle Vision
commissioned a landscape appraisal by Chris Burnett Associates. This included detailed
recommendations for restoration of this landscape.

Barnard Castle's landscape famously inspired Sir Walter Scott, John Sell Cotman, JMW Turner and many
more. Restoring that inspiring landscape is part of a wider regeneration initiative for the town, to
transform it into a leading rural service centre and a heritage destination of regional significance.

Community Involvement:
Barnard Castle Vision sought local people to undertake the clearance work. The work to date has been

12. Demonstrate how the project has been innovative and how it has been
delivered to a high standard (in no more than 100 words).

Quality:

The 2009 landscape appraisal by Chris Burnett Associates proposed strategy for landscape
development, underpinned by detailed analysis of the area's history. This formed the basis of the
design for the project. Barnard Castle Vision sought the highest quality of support for this project
from partners Groundworks and Durham County Council's footpaths team.

Innovation:

This project has successfully created a new landscaping volunteer team who have, together,
completed an effective and impressive regeneration project. This project is the first step towards the
re-establishment of walks to reveal 12 historically important Teesdale views, highlighted in the

l andcrana Annraical

13. Describe what was learnt along the way that can be shared and how easy it
would be to transfer the project to another town (in no more than 100 words)

Barnard Castle Vision has brought together various partners to complete the project successfully, and
has consequently won HLF development funding* for a much larger landscaping scheme. A similar
methodology could be transferred to another town with equal success.

This project has shown how varied partners can work effectively and efficiently together. Those
partners include public bodies (Durham County Council and Barnard Castle Town Council), a
charitable organisation (Groundworks), regeneration team (Barnard Castle Vision) and volunteers.
The partners have delivered the project under the expert guidance of Chris Burnett Associate's team
who specialise in the restoration of historic landscapes.
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14. Describe the project’s funding package and sources of funding, future financial
projections and viability and evidence of outcomes.

£25,000 was secured from North Pennines Dales Leader. A further £12,400 was contributed by
Barnard Castle Vision. This money was committed to improving the pathways and completing any
civil works required.

The vegetation clearance and replanting were carried out by volunteers.

Following on from this project, Barnard Castle Vision has been awarded development funding of
£87,000 by the Heritage Lottery Fund* to restore and enhance a 100 km2 area surrounding and
incorporating Barnard Castle over a five year period. The ultimate aim of this successive project is
rural regeneration, though job creation, training in rural skills and, with the landscape improvements,
raising the area's profile with visitors. This development funding enables the partnership to work
towards securing funding of £3.5 million to complete the wider scheme.

(*embargoed until 12 May 2010)

15. Please indicate whether you are happy that Action for Market Towns uses your
application as best practice material, and that your contact details are made available
to all members of Action for Market Towns. (delete as appropriate)

YeSvyes No

16. Should this entry win its category, please indicate whether you agree to do a
presentation on this entry at a regional event in the North East and, if this entry is
judged the overall regional winner, to repeat the presentation at the Action for
Market Towns Annual Convention in October 2010. (delete as appropriate)

YeS Yes NO

17. Please indicate whether you will be happy to be contacted by people on your
project, as your details will be published on the Action for Market Towns website
Best Practice section. (delete as appropriate)

YeSvyes No
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Save this completed application form in the following format by changing
the words ‘project title’ to the title of your project: project title.north east
MTA application form.

This completed application form must be received in an electronic format
(e-mail or CD — paper copies are not acceptable) with at least one high
resolution digital photograph (minimum file size 1MB) no later than Friday
30" April 2010 to the following address:

Email: awards@towns.org.uk

CD: Market Town Awards, Action for Market Towns, Baxter Court, Higher
Baxter St, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, 1P33 1UU.

For any queries, telephone Dawn Dowds on 01284 756 567.
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